	Summative Assessment Rubric

	Level
	Criteria

	4
	· Understands and responds to all questions. 

· Shows substantial knowledge of scientific content. 

· Cites specific scientific evidence. 

· Demonstrates sophisticated understanding of scientific principles.
· Interprets scientific documents in own words, goes beyond literal meaning to conceptual and/or historical significance. 

	3
	· Understands and responds to all questions. 

· Shows some knowledge of scientific content.
· Cites scientific evidence.
· Demonstrates accurate understanding of scientific principles. 

· Interprets scientific document in own words.   

	2
	· Understands and responds to most questions. 

· Shows little knowledge of scientific content. 

· Cites scientific evidence with inaccuracies.
· Demonstrates partial understanding of scientific principles. 

· Interprets scientific document mostly in own words—some responses rely too heavily on text. 

	1
	· Responds to fewer than half the questions and/or misunderstands questions. 

· Shows no knowledge or incorrect knowledge of scientific content.
· Evidence either lacking or so vague that it does not demonstrate familiarity with text.  
· Understanding of scientific principles is vague, inconsistent, or seriously flawed. 

· Uses language that is either vague or copied from text without interpretation. 
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